
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Faith Church Bible Study 

 

“The Principle of Purposeful Possession” 

Scripture: Luke 12:13–21 NASB 

 

Presenter: Dr. Andre Lewis 

 

Lesson Aim: 

To understand that everything God places in our hands carries a kingdom 

assignment. 

Central Truth: God does not bless us merely to increase what we store; God blesses 

us to expand what we serve. 

 

Key Question: How can God use what He has placed in my hands? 

 

Biblical Context: 

 

• Jesus is teaching about integrity, courage, accountability, and trusting God. 

• A man interrupts Jesus with a dispute concerning his family inheritance. 

• The man wants Jesus to change his brother, but Jesus examines the man’s 

heart. 

• Jesus warns the crowd about greed and tells the parable of a wealthy farmer. 

• The farmer’s prosperity is not the problem; the problem is that his abundance 

has no purpose beyond himself. 

 

 

I. Lordship Redefines Life — Luke 12:13–15 

 

Main Principle: What we possess can never determine who we are. 

 

• The man wants Jesus to endorse his demand rather than transform his desires. 

• Jesus warns us to guard against every form of greed. 

• Pleonexia describes the restless desire for more. 

• Greed is not determined by how much we possess but by how much the desire 

for more possesses us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• Possessions may support life, but they cannot provide identity, meaning, or 

eternal security. 

• Our worth is established by God’s image, love, and redeeming grace. 

 

Key Line: Hoardship says, “I am what I accumulate.” Lordship declares, “I am who 

God says I am.” 

 

Personal Application: 

• Is comparison creating discontentment in my heart? 

• Is anything I desire damaging my character, worship, or relationships? 

• Am I asking Jesus to transform my desires or merely endorse my demands? 

 

 

II. Lordship Redirects Increase — Luke 12:16–19 

 

Main Principle: God gives every surplus an assignment beyond personal 

consumption. 

• The land produces before the farmer develops his plan. 

• His increase combines human labor with divine provision. 

• Stewardship remembers that our strength, abilities, opportunities, and 

resources come through God’s grace. 

• The farmer repeatedly says “I” and “my,” but never mentions God, gratitude, 

generosity, or community. 

• His land has a surplus, but his imagination has a shortage. 

• Jesus does not condemn saving or planning; He confronts resources stored 

without kingdom purpose. 

 

Purposeful Possession Asks: 

 

• Why has God placed this resource in my hands? 

• Who besides me can benefit from it? 

• Does my plan include generosity as well as personal comfort? 

• Am I seeking God’s direction or consulting only myself? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Application: 

 

• My money needs a mission. 

• My home needs a ministry. 

• My influence needs an assignment. 

• My time, education, experience, and relationships can serve others. 

 

III. Lordship Reorders Treasure — Luke 12:20–21 

 

Main Principle: Faithful stewards use temporary resources for eternal purposes. 

• “But God” interrupts the farmer’s plans with divine accountability. 

• The farmer plans for many years, but his life ends that night. 

• He is financially prepared but spiritually unprepared. 

• The word aphrōn, “fool,” describes someone who organizes life as though 

God were irrelevant. 

• The farmer controls the location of his grain but cannot control the length of 

his life. 

• Everything we possess is temporary and ultimately belongs to God. 

• Being “rich toward God” means directing our resources toward worship, 

generosity, justice, ministry, and service. 

 

Key Line: What we clutch eventually becomes an estate; what we consecrate can 

become a legacy. 

 

Practical Application: 

• Put God into the budget now. 

• Give and serve now. 

• Mentor and encourage someone now. 

• Support ministry and meet needs now. 

• Use what God has entrusted to you while you can still witness its fruit. 

 

Discussion Questions For You: 

1. What forms of greed can disguise themselves as success, security, or 

ambition? 



 

 

2. How can believers practice wise planning without trusting in possessions? 

3. What resource has God placed in your hands that could serve someone else? 

4. What does becoming “rich toward God” look like in your life? 

 

 

 

IV. My Purposeful Possession Plan 

 

Resource God has entrusted to me: Person, ministry, or need that can benefit: 

 

Action I will take this week: 

 

Closing Takeaway: 

What I possess does not define me. What God provides must serve more than me. 

What I surrender to God can make an eternal difference. 


